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Library of Congress Now Accepting Proposals for Literature, Religion, and General 
Genre/Form Terms - September 1, 2016

The Policy and Standards Division (PSD) of the Library of Congress has been developing 
Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT) since 2007, 
and in 2015 added terms for literary and religious works, as well as “general” terms that
cross disciplines (e.g., Encyclopedias).  

PSD is now accepting proposals for new and revised genre/form terms in the disciplines of 
literature and religion, as well as proposals for “general” terms.  Proposals in the areas of 
cartography, law, moving images, and radio programs also continue to be accepted.

Terms for musical works were also added to LCGFT in 2015, but issues with a small number of 
terms suggested by Music Library Association’s Form/Genre Task Force await resolution.
Proposals for those terms will be published and approved on Tentative Lists according to the
standard practice. Neither SACO nor LC proposals for new and revised genre/form terms for 
music are being accepted at this time.  

Questions and comments about LCGFT may be addressed to Janis L. Young at jayo@loc.gov.
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The RDA element “Form of work” can be recorded in bibliographic records, but is much more 
likely to be used in authority records.  If 655 is used in bib records, the use of 380 is probably 
redundant.

OLAC’s Best Practices for Cataloging DVD-Video and Blu-ray Discs using RDA and MARC21, 
version 1.0 (January 2015) does give a recommendation to include 380 in video records:

Best Practice Recommendation: Provide the form of work if readily ascertainable.  Take terms 
from a controlled vocabulary (e.g., LCGFT, LCSH, etc.) and capitalize the first word to provide 
consistency.

380 __ $a Television program.
380 __ $a Motion picture.

The examples given in the guideline, however, don’t follow the recommendation to take 
terms from a controlled vocabulary.  If they did, they would be:

380 __ $a Television programs $2 lcgft
380 __ $a Motion pictures $2 lcgft
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Here’s an example of LCGFT terms used for Field of Activity (MARC 372).  Shintoku Itō 
composed haiku and renku, and these LCGFT terms have been recorded as his fields 
of activity.
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The slide shows an example of using $3 in the 655 field.  The DVD being cataloged 
contains two films.  Both of the films are comedy films, silent films, and fiction films, 
so the first three 655s in the record apply to all the works.  However, one of the 
works is a feature film and the other is a short film.  In this example, the titles of the 
works that the genre/form term applies to have been used in the $3.  But anything 
appropriate can go into the subfield, e.g. volume numbers, “1st work”, “2nd work”, 
accompanying disc, and so on.   Use whatever is appropriate and makes the most 
sense.
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Since this work has been classed in a number for congresses rather than a number for 
serials, the LCGFT term “Conference papers and proceedings” is given as the first 655 
field.
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This work is a compilation of three types of plays.  The general term “Drama” is given 
first to describe the collection as a whole, and then more specific terms for the parts 
are given after.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.  Terms in LCSH 
with “etc.” were deemed undesirable, so you won’t find them in LCGFT.  All terms 
were reevaluated to be sure that they reflected current and common usage and 
made sense as stand-alone genre/form terms.
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Here’s a very simple case where the LCGFT term is identical to the LCSH form
subdivision.  It won’t always be this simple, however!
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Another example where the LCGFT term does not correspond exactly to the LCSH 
form subdivision.  Catalogers must search the LCGFT genre/form authority records 
and use the headings found there.   Don’t just copy LCSH form subdivisions into the 
655 field.
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In some cases, a single term has been chosen in LCGFT to represent a number of 
different terms in LCSH.  LCSH has the separate headings Aphorisms and apothegms, 
Maxims, and Proverbs, but their meanings are very overlapping and it was decided in 
LCGFT not to make catalogers have to distinguish them.
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This is a diary of a person’s experiences during the Korean War.  As in LCSH, the LCGFT term 
Personal narratives has been restricted to works which relate eyewitness accounts of events 
such as wars or disasters.  The authority record will have a scope note (MARC 680) if that is 
the case.

155  Personal narratives
455  Narratives, Personal
455  Personal accounts (Narratives)
555  Creative nonfiction ǂw g
555  Informational works ǂw g
555  Memorates
670  LCSH ǂb (--Personal narratives. Use as a form subdivision under names of events and wars.)
670  ERIC thesaurus, Aug. 8, 2014 ǂb (Personal Narratives. Scope Note: Verbal accounts, usually in the 
first person, of an individual's experiences, thoughts, and feelings. UF Personal Accounts (Narratives). 
BT Reports)
670  Genre terms : a thesaurus for use in rare book and special collections cataloging, via WWW, Aug. 
8, 2014 ǂb (Narratives. Scope Note: Use for works containing an account of events, experiences, etc., 
whether true or fictitious. BT Literary forms (Gathering term; do not assign). NT Captivity narratives; 
Conversion narratives; Epics; Maritime journals; Miracle narratives; Overland journals; Slave 
narratives; Survivors' narratives)
680  ǂi Works which relate eyewitness accounts of events such as wars or disasters.
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The form subdivision $v Periodicals is used in a much broader sense than the actual 
definition of the term.  Although one might assign the LCGFT term Periodicals, 
probably the broader term Serial publications is more appropriate for the second 
publication shown in the slide.

From the Subject Headings Manual H 1927: “In subject cataloging practice the term 
periodical is defined as a publication other than a newspaper that is actually or 
purportedly issued according to a regular schedule (monthly, quarterly, biennially, 
etc.) in successive parts, each of which bears a numerical or chronological 
designation, and that is intended to be continued indefinitely. This definition is 
broader than the traditional definition, which states that a periodical is generally 
published more frequently than annually and normally contains separate 
articles. The term serial is frequently used in a broader sense to refer to any title 
cataloged as a serial, including periodicals, newspapers, monographic series, etc. The 
subdivision –Periodicals is used under headings assigned to serials that conform to 
the subject cataloging definition of periodicals.”
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Another situation in which the LCGFT term assigned does not correspond to the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Annual reports is the specific term 
appropriate to this work, so it is assigned. from LCGFT rather than Periodicals.
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Another example where a more specific LCGFT term is assigned in 655 than the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Since this work is an autobiography, 
Autobiographies is the correct term to assign to this work.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.   
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This is a compilation of works (in this case, poems) by a single author.

Genre/Form Terms Manual J 235 Literature

2. Poetry. The general guideline to assign genre/form terms only as they come readily 
to mind after a superficial review of the resource being cataloged (see J 110) is 
particularly important for poetry. For both individual poems and collections of poetry, 
rely chiefly on the title, introduction, cover information, etc., to determine whether 
the poetry is of a specific genre or form.  If after a superficial review a specific genre 
or form cannot be determined, assign the term Poetry.
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This is a compilation of works in a single form by different authors.

Flash fiction are stories that are very short, no more than a page or two in length.  It 
is also known as microfiction, short-short stories, and sudden fiction.
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This is a compilation of works by different authors, issued as an annual publication, so 
here we have literature genre/form terms and a general term.  For the fiction aspect, 
two terms are given, one for the genre (horror) and one for the length (short stories).

Genre/Form Terms Manual J 235 Literature

1. Fiction. In addition to terms assigned in accordance with the guidelines in J 110, 
assign a term that indicates the length of the resource when it is readily apparent 
(e.g., Novels; Novellas; Short stories; Flash fiction).
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This is an individual work by a single author.  A term for the genre (bildungsromans) 
as well as for the length (novels) is recorded.

Genre/Form Terms Manual J 235 Literature

1. Fiction. In addition to terms assigned in accordance with the guidelines in J 110, 
assign a term that indicates the length of the resource when it is readily apparent 
(e.g., Novels; Novellas; Short stories; Flash fiction).

31

LCGFT for CJK Resources

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries



This is an individual multipart resource by one creator.
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Here’s some background about the SACO (Subject Authority Cooperative) program of 
the PCC.
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Screen shots illustrating Google searches for the phrase “shang hen wen xue”.  The 
right side searches Google Books.  From these searches you find the English terms 
“scar literature” and “literature of the wounded”.  You can then redo your search 
using English terms.
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Knowing the English term “scar literature” allows you to repeat the search to see 
what else you find. And there’s a lot.
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Here’s a screen shot from one of the online reference sources that was found.
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Here’s the Wikipedia page for this topic.  Note that LC generally discourages use of 
Wikipedia as a source, particularly as a sole source.

LCGFT Manual J 160 Authority Research for Genre/Form Term Proposals, section 1 b 
says::

Note: Crowdsourced web sites and social media such as Wikipedia, DBpedia, Twitter, 
etc., are not generally considered to be authoritative when proposing genre/form 
terms. They can be useful sources nonetheless, because entries often provide 
references to authoritative print sources or web sites. 
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A reference source viewed through Google Books.
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Another reference source viewed through Google Books.
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And still another reference source viewed through Google Books.
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Once you’ve done research to determine the form of your proposed term as well as 
any variants, BTs, and/or RTs, you are ready to go to the proposal system online.  
There’s a special version of Classification Web that SACO participants can use.
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The slide illustrates making a proposal online.  You can add as many 455s, 555s, and 
670s as needed.  The first 670 is for the work being cataloged that generated the 
proposal in the first place.  Additional 670s are used to show the authority research 
that you’ve done.  Usually three or four 670 fields are sufficient, but more may be 
needed if you find many variant terms or different definitions for a term.  Remember 
that you need to justify the term selected as the authorized form, the variants, the 
broader term(s), and a scope note if you’ve included one.
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Once the proposal has been saved, this is what it looks like.  The system automatically 
adds your library’s MARC organization code into the 040 $a, fills in the fixed field 
values, and creates a control number in the 010.
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Once a record has been saved, it can be browsed in the proposal system.  Here, I’ve 
done a browse search for terms beginning with “Sc”.  Our new proposal is shown in 
bold green.  Change proposals are shown in brown (none in this screenshot).  
Established terms are in bold black.

Once you’ve saved a proposal, you can come back to edit it at any time, until LC puts 
it on a monthly list, at which time it becomes locked to everyone but staff in Policy 
and Standards at LC.  SACO libraries are always locked from editing proposals that 
aren’t their own.  Nothing will happen to your proposal until you notify the Coop 
Team at LC that it’s ready to be processed by them.  If you don’t tell Coop that you’ve 
finished a proposal, it will just sit in the proposal system indefinitely, with no action 
taken.
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TENTATIVE MONTHLY LIST FOR OCTOBER 2016
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APPROVED MONTHLY LIST FOR OCTOBER 2016

If you compare the proposals on the tentative list with the ones on the approved list, 
you can see the changes that LC made.
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Here are some reasons why I think libraries should consider participating in SACO.
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